
Lesson Learning 
Intention Key Concepts R A G

THE ROLE AND FUNCTION OF EDUCATION

1. Types of school

• Comprehensive 
• Independent 
• Faith school 
• Free school 
• Academy 
• Specialist 
• Home school
• De-schooling

2. Formal and informal 
curriculum 

• Hidden curriculum 
• Formal curriculum 
• Positive and negative sanctions 

3. Functionalism: 
Durkheim 

• Key Study: Durkheim 
• Social solidarity 
• Specialist skills
• Society in miniature 

4. Functionalism: 
Parsons

• Key Study: Parsons 
• Role allocation 
• Meritocracy 

5. Marxism 

• Key study: Bowles and Gintis 
• Myth of meritocracy 
• Correspondence principle 
• Capitalism 

6.. Comparing Marxism 
and Functionalism

• Recap all Marxist and functionalist key concepts and 
ideas. 

DIFFERNTIAL EDUCATIONAL ACHIEVEMENT 

7. External processes

• Cultural deprivation 
• Cultural capital 
• Parental attitudes 
• Material deprivation 

8. Internal processes

• Labelling 
• Self-fulfilling prophecy 
• Setting & streaming 
• Key Study: Ball

9.
Social class & 
achievement 

external factors 

• Material deprivation
• Cultural capital 
• Speech codes 
• Subcultural attitudes and values
• Key study: Halsey, Heath and Ridge

Topic Checklist & Learning Journey: Education



11. Gender & 
achievement 

• Feminisation of education 
• Gender gap 
• Bedroom culture
• GIST & WISE
• Subject choices 

12. Ethnicity & 
achievement  

• Institutional racism 
• Ethnocentric curriculum 

13. Educational Policy: 
Marketisation 

• Key study: Ball, Bowe & Gerwitz
• Marketisation 
• OFSTED
• League tables 
• Parental choice 

14.
Educational Policy: 

New Labour & 
Coalition

• Sure Start 
• Educational maintenance allowance
• Higher education 
• Pupil premium 

15. Revision & 
assessment

10.

Social class & 
achievement internal 

factors 

• Key Study: Willis 
• Anti-school subcultures 
• Teacher labelling 
• Self-fulfilling prophecy 
• Educational triage
• Setting and streaming
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